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I. HOTEL PACKAGES & SEASONAL DEALS
Cherry Blossom Festival Inspires Hotel Packages
Each spring, spectacular blooms on the Tidal Basin turn DC a postcard-perfect shade of pink, marking the start of spring and the arrival of the National Cherry Blossom Festival. Running March 29-April 13, the two-week celebration showcases nature’s beauty and Japanese culture with free performances, a parade, fireworks and more. The blossoms mean big business for DC’s travel and tourism sector, which welcomes visitors from around the world for the festival each year. Restaurants serve up cherry-infused cuisine and cocktails, while hotels entice overnight guests with blossom-inspired hotel packages starting at $169 per night, based on double occupancy. 

At The Madison, A Loews property, guests who book a “Cherry Blossom Keepsake” package starting at $229 per night also receive a Yoshino cherry tree sapling to plant at home, along with complimentary parking. At the Beacon Corporate Quarters, weekend blossom-watchers can enjoy full breakfast for two or champagne brunch, complimentary parking and a cherry cocktail, starting at $185 per night. For a blossom-filled splurge, the Willard InterContinental brings a dazzling display of blossoms into its lobby and wows guests with its Very Cherry Willard package, starting at $479 per night. Guests enjoy a special cherry amenity and their choice of breakfast for two, complimentary parking or a second room for half-price. Book packages, find cherry blossom recipes and more learn about the festival at washington.org/cherryblossom. 

Summer Sizzles with Hot Hotel Deals

Summer is just around the corner, and DC’s hotels are gearing up to welcome warm weather visitors with family-friendly packages. In Foggy Bottom, The River Inn has put together a “Memorials by Moonlight” package to show off DC’s most famous sights at the coolest time of day. Guests receive two tickets to the “Memorials by Moonlight” walking tour offered by Washington Walks, two pre-paid Metro passes, continental breakfast for two and a disposable camera to capture the moments. The package starts at just $169 per night and is available May 24 through August 31. For reservations, call The River Inn at 1-888-874-0100. 
The Renaissance M Street Hotel in DC’s West End has partnered with the Corcoran Gallery of Art to create the Celebrate American Art!  Package. The package includes admission for two to The American Evolution: A History through Art, an exhibition on display at the Corcoran from Mar. 1 to July 27, and an in-room welcome bag from the museum, located a short walk from the Renaissance M Street Hotel. Available throughout the show’s run in DC, the package starts at $209 per night. 

Check back to Washington.org for more information on summer deals and packages. 
oHotel, Hotel, a special cherry blossom package comes with 
II. WHAT’S NEW IN WASHINGTON
RECOGNIZE! Hip-Hop and Contemporary Portraiture: Since the 1970s, when it first started gaining popularity, hip-hop has been arguably the most influential musical form in America. The National Portrait Gallery took notice and opened RECOGNIZE! Hip-Hop and Contemporary Portraiture, on view through Oct. 26. A ground-breaking exhibition, RECOGNIZE!  features the work of artists who have explored hip-hop culture and the personalities that have helped it thrive. At the center of the exhibition are artists David Scheinbaum and Kehinde Wiley. Scheinbaum’s photography will be on display, as he has been known since 2000 for photographing hip-hop artists like Public Enemy, Phar Cyde, De La Soul and Jurassic-5 both in concert and off-stage. Wiley, best known for his large, colorful paintings of anonymous young black men, has created portraits of hip-hop artists such as L.L. Cool J and Ice T based on a famous European or American painting from the 17th through 19th centuries. In honor of the show, the hallway that connects the galleries has been adorned with four "portrait" murals, designed by two DC-based graffiti artists. npg.si.edu 

Newseum: Coming to 6th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, NW this spring, the Newseum is a six-level, high-tech and interactive museum that traces the history of news reporting, from smoke signals to blogs. Inside the museum's soaring 90-foot atrium, there's a jumbo LED screen, or "Window on the World," broadcasting breaking news from around the globe. Would-be reporters can try their hand at broadcast journalism, while amateur photographers can snap photos of news scenes for a computer-generated critique by professional photojournalists. There's also a Journalists Memorial, a news helicopter, one of two surviving "Checkpoint Charlies" and the largest section of the Berlin Wall outside of Germany. newseum.org
August Wilson's 20th Century Festival: From March 4-29, the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts will host a special tribute to the celebrated playwright, August Wilson. Directed by Kenny Leon, who staged the Broadway premiere of "Gem of the Ocean," August Wilson's 20th Century Festival will be the first of its kind to present all ten of his plays in repertory, drawing on the same cast. The cast includes stars from the stage and screen, including longtime Wilson veterans who have performed in several of his works on Broadway and in theatres across the country. Among those scheduled to appear are Anthony Chisholm, Lynda Gravatt, Stephen McKinley Henderson and Eugene Lee. Beginning with "Gem of the Ocean" and ending with the 1990s "Radio Golf," the plays will be presented chronologically in the order in which they're set.  kennedy-center.org
Nationals Ballpark: The Washington Nationals' new ballpark is projected to open along the Anacostia River in Southeast DC on March 29, just in time for the 2008 baseball season. Designed as the first "green" sports arena in the U.S., the stadium will seat 41,000 fans and offer views of the Washington Monument and the U.S. Capitol. Pope Benedict XVI will be among the first guests at the ballpark when he says Mass from the pitcher’s mound on April 17.  nationals.com
National Cherry Blossom Festival: Celebrating the 96th anniversary of the gift of the cherry trees from the people of Japan to the people of Washington, DC, the National Cherry Blossom Festival marks the picture-perfect arrival of spring, attracting more than one million residents and visitors each year. The 2008 festival runs March 29-April 13, with the Parade and the Sakura Matsuri Japanese street festival taking place Saturday, April 12.  nationalcherryblossomfestival.org
Library of Congress New Visitor Experience: There's a new experience in store for visitors to the Library of Congress this spring, including a suite of high-tech, interactive kiosks and immersive experiences. The beautiful building's front doors will once again be open to the public, and, true to its legacy, the Library will once again display an installation of actual books taken from Thomas Jefferson's library, the seed of its expansive collection. The Library also recently opened a new long-term exhibition, Discovering the Early Americas, whose featured artifacts include “America’s Birth Certificate,” the 1507 Waldesmuller map of the world which names “America” for the first time on a written document. It’s joined by other significant objects collected over half a century by Florida collector Jay I. Kislak including rare books, manuscripts, historic documents, maps, paintings and prints dating as early as 1500 B.C.  loc.gov
Passport DC: DC’s international side comes into focus this spring with Cultural Tourism DC’s Passport DC, a two-week cultural event featuring performances, lectures, exhibitions and additional cultural programming at the city’s embassies and international cultural centers. The inaugural festival kicks off on May 3 with the European Union Embassies Open House, hosted by the Delegation of the European Commission in Washington, DC. Additional events and programs, including concerts, performances, exhibitions, culinary programs, lectures and more, will take place throughout the week, culminating in a final day of open houses at embassies from around the world on Saturday, May 17.
Afghanistan at the National Gallery of Art: Afghanistan: Hidden Treasures from the National Museum, Kabul makes its U.S. premiere in the nation's capital at the National Gallery of Art
from May 25 through Sep. 7 with nearly 230 archaeological treasures that illustrate the rich and diverse cultural heritage of one of the world's great nations.  Organized by the National Geographic Society and the National Gallery of Art in association with the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, Asian Art Museum of San Francisco, and The Metropolitan Museum of Art, the exhibition includes artifacts dating back more than 4,000 years, as well as gold objects from the famed Bactrian hoard, a 2,000-year-old cache discovered in 1978 but hidden from view during 25 years of conflict until it was located intact in the presidential palace bank vault in Kabul in 2003. The exhibition is the centerpiece of a citywide celebration of Silk Road cultures and commerce from the Mediterranean to India, Central Asia, and China, which converged in ancient Afghanistan. Programs throughout the Washington metropolitan region will include exhibitions, film series, concerts, lectures, special restaurant and hotel offerings and more. nga.gov
National Museum of Crime & Punishment: Coming to 575 7th St. NW in downtown, DC, the new, interactive museum will open in May 2008 to explore the history of crime, crime fighting and the consequences of committing a crime in the U.S. Co-owned and operated by the host of "America's Most Wanted" John Walsh, the museum will span three floors, covering more than 28,000 square feet. Visitors can dive into the world of law enforcement and investigation with a realistic forensics lab, a simulated FBI shooting range, high-speed police chase training equipment, an electric chair, DNA analysis and a lie detector test.  crimemuseum.org
National Museum of American History: America's Attic will unveil the results of its major renovation in late 2008. The redesigned museum will feature a new gallery for the "Star-Spangled Banner," a sky-lit central atrium, a grand staircase connecting the first and second floor and other enhancements.  americanhistory.si.edu

The Textile Museum: In fall 2008, the museum will open a new 23,400 sq.-ft. location in Penn Quarter at 421 7th St. NW. The museum will continue to house its permanent collection and research library at its original location at 2320 S St. NW.  textilemuseum.org
U.S. Capitol Visitors Center: The largest project in the Capitol's 212-year history, the underground facility will include an exhibition gallery, orientation theatres, a 550-seat cafeteria, gift shops and restrooms, allowing greater access to public tours of the Capitol and shorter waits for tours. The Center is expected to open in late 2008.  aoc.gov/cvc
III. EVENTS: Spring & Summer 2008 
Mar. 4–29: August Wilson's 20th Century Festival
The Kennedy Center hosts a tribute to the celebrated playwright, August Wilson - the first of its kind to present all ten plays in the twentieth century cycle by the same cast. Beginning with "Gem of the Ocean" and ending with the 1990s "Radio Golf," the plays are presented in chronological order. kennedy-center.org/programs/theater
Mar. 11–22: Environmental Film Festival

Entering its 16th year, the eco-friendly festival returns to DC featuring talented filmmakers like Alice and Lincoln Day, Neil Patterson and Godfrey Reggio.  Several film presentations include panel discussions afterwards.  dcenvironmentalfilmfest.org

Mar. 16: 37th Annual St. Patrick's Day Parade 

The annual celebration brings Irish culture, costumed dancers and music to Constitution Avenue. The parade steps off at noon. dcstpatsparade.com
Mar. 20–23: Split This Rock Poetry Festival
This four-day poetry festival brings poets and writers to DC on the fifth anniversary of the Iraqi invasion.  The festival offers readings, workshops, panel discussions on poetry and social change, youth programming, films, parties, walking tours and activism. splitthisrock.org
Mar. 24: Annual White House Easter Egg Roll
This annual tradition dates back to 1878 and President Rutherford B. Hayes. Tickets are required and are usually distributed the weekend prior, with some reserved for the morning of the event. whitehouse.gov/easter
Mar. 29–Apr. 13: National Cherry Blossom Festival
DC's signature springtime event, this year’s festival celebrates the 96th anniversary of the gift of the cherry trees from the people of Japan to the people of Washington. The parade and Sakura Matsuri Japanese street festival take place Apr. 12. nationalcherryblossomfestival.org
Mar. 29: 42nd Annual Smithsonian Kite Festival
One of the kite world's premier events, kite fliers from across the U.S. and around the world

gather on the grounds of the Washington Monument. kitefestival.org
Apr. 24–May 4: Washington, DC Independent Film Festival
This award-winning festival will exhibit more than 100 indie films, including features, shorts, documentaries, animations, as well as student films from around the globe. Galas, seminars, a music festival and other events will take place throughout the festival. dciff.org
Apr. 26–27: WalkingTown DC
Held each year in September and April, WalkingTown DC is a weekend of free walking tours designed to introduce residents and visitors to the District's unique neighborhoods. walkingtowndc.org
Apr. 27: Shakespeare's Birthday Open House
The Folger Shakespeare Library's annual celebration of the Bard's birthday invites visitors to enjoy birthday cake, stage combat workshops, tours and treasure hunts in Folger's reading rooms, jugglers, jesters, music, song and dance.  folger.edu

May 2–3: National Cathedral Flower Mart
In its 69th year, this popular two-day festival includes fun activities for the family including puppet shows, carousel rides, boutiques, floral displays and entertainment. cathedral.org
May 3-17: Passport DC

Cultural Tourism DC and the European Union present a two-week celebration of DC’s international culture by offering programming at the city’s embassies and international centers including music, dance, film, exhibits and more. culturaltourismdc.org
May 11-17: National Police Week
Nearly 40,000 officers and supporters honor the thousands of law enforcement officers from around the country who have lost their lives in the line of duty. A series of ceremonies, services and other related events will be held, including the 20th Annual Candlelight Vigil and the 27th Annual Peace Officers Memorial Service. nleomf.org
May 16-18: ArtDC - Modern and Contemporary Art Fair 
Returning to the Walter  E. Washington Convention center for the second year, ArtDC brings more than 80 galleries from Europe, Asia and the Americas to showcase artwork including painting, photography, sculpture, video and paper displays. Hundreds of artworks will also be available for purchase. dc-artfair.com
May 25-26: Memorial Day Events
On Sunday, May 25, the 21st annual Rolling Thunder (rollingthunder1.com) bike rally pays homage to the nation's veterans, particularly those still missing in action or prisoners of war. On Sunday night, the National Symphony Orchestra performs a free public concert on the Capitol Grounds. On Monday, visitors can catch the National Memorial Day Parade (nationalmemorialdayparade.com) march down Constitution Avenue beginning at noon.

Jun. 6-15: Capital Pride
The fourth-largest gay pride event in the country, Capital Pride events and the Capital Pride Festival is celebrating its 33rd year of diversity, cultural achievement, civil rights issues and entertainment by and for gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender individuals, families and friends. capitalpride.org
Jun. 16-23: SILVERDOCS
Now in its sixth year, this international film festival is a collaboration between the American Film Institute and the Discovery Channel, honoring independent filmmakers. SILVERDOCS screens more than 100 films at the AFI Silver Theatre and Cultural Center in Silver Spring, MD, just outside of DC, and also includes media discussions and film premieres. silverdocs.com
Jun. 21-22: National Capital Barbecue Battle
Approaching its 16th year, the Barbecue Battle features serious competition between top BBQ competitors, great BBQ restaurants from the DC area and around the country, cooking demonstrations, free food samples, interactive cooking displays and children's activities. bbqdc.com
Jun. 28-29: DC Caribbean Carnival
The DC Caribbean Carnival draws visitors and locals alike to see colorful costumes, music and regional food.  A carnival highlight, the annual parade features more than twenty colorful bands of masqueraders who will dance up a storm down Georgia and Missouri Avenues accompanied by high energy music. dccaribbeancarnival.com
Jun. 25-29 & Jul. 2-6: Smithsonian Folklife Festival
Musicians, artists, performers, craftspeople, chefs and storytellers from around the world will gather on the National Mall between 7th and 14th Sts. to share their culture and heritage. Bhutan, NASA and Texas are featured in this year's event. folklife.si.edu
Jul. 4: Independence Day Celebration

In America's Independence Day Parade (july4thparade.com), more than 100 marching units step out at noon along Constitution Avenue. Live entertainment continues throughout the afternoon. A concert featuring the National Symphony Orchestra and well-known performing artists begins at 8 pm, culminating in fireworks starting at approximately 9:20 pm.

Jul. 7–12: Hip Hop Theater Festival
A week of free performances by new and established local, regional and national hip hop artists will take place in July. hiphoptheaterfest.com
Jul. 10-27: Capital Fringe Festival

Entering its third year, the edgy festival breaks the boundaries of traditional art and theatre.  Audiences can choose from more than 500 audacious and inventive performances of theatre, dance, music, poetry and puppetry, performed by more than 120 local, national and international artists at more than 30 of the city’s unique venues. capfringe.org
Jul. 26: Water Lily Festival and Founders Day
Visitors are invited to enjoy more than 75 varieties of blooming lilies and lotuses in this unique National Park. Visitors can take part in workshops on water gardening, tour the greenhouses and participate in a photography contest.  nps.gov/keaq
July-August (Monday evenings): Screen on the Green 
A free outdoor summer series of great classic movies will be shown Mondays, July through August. The movies, which begin at dusk, are shown on an enormous screen on the National Mall between 4th and 7th Streets. Call 1-877-262-5866 for more information.

IV. HOTEL NEWS

In December 2007, the St. Regis Washington began to reveal a dramatic facelift that launched more than a year ago. New features of the historic property include new designer interiors and furnishings, wireless Internet, 32" Plasma televisions, DVD players and personal fax machines. Blending old-fashioned butler service with new technology, the hotel has equipped all St. Regis butlers with wireless handheld devices so that they can be easily accessible personal assistants for guests at any time. stregis.com/dcrenovations. 
Just across the Potomac River in Virginia, the Hotel Palomar Arlington designed by world-renowned architecture firm Pei, Cobb, Freed & Partners features 154 guest rooms and more than 3,200 square feet of meeting space.  Each luxurious room is fitted with a 32” LCD flat screen TV, complimentary internet access, White Frette triple sheeting, a variety of pillow choices, and L’Occitane custom bath amenities. The hotel opened in January 2008. 
Affinia Hotels refined lifestyle hotel collection has finally arrived in the District.  Located on Capitol Hill and just steps away from Union Station, The Liaison Capitol Hill features 343 guest rooms including 4 parlor suites.  The hotel also has 10,000 square feet of meeting space able to accommodate from 5 to 500 people providing the latest in audiovisual equipment, high-speed internet access and complete catering services.  The Liaison Capitol Hill is expected to open in April 2008 highlighting Affinia standards such as a 6-item pillow menu, executive work area in each guest room, and the Affinia Fresh and Jet Set Pets programs. affinia.com
Opening in March 2008, Thompson Hotels’ Donovan House brings a modern sophistication to the DC hotel scene.  Each of the 193 rooms designed by Studio Gaia will be adorned with 400-thread count SFERRA linens, bath products by Fresh, flat screen TVs, i-Pod docking stations, complimentary Wi-Fi internet access and Dean & Deluca gourmet snacks. donovanhousedc.com
DC’s fashionable Georgetown neighborhood will soon become home to a glamorous new hotel concept. LXR Luxury Resorts & Hotels is joining forces with a high-end furniture guru to open the Hotel Ralph Pucci in the former home of The Georgetown Inn on Wisconsin Avenue. Each of the 96-room hotel’s five floors will bear the signature minimalist looks of one of Ralph Pucci’s colleagues and contemporaries.  The hotel’s lobby will host changing art exhibitions that complement its unique space. Artwork adorning the floors and walls will also come from top national and international talents. hotelralphpucci.com.
The Jefferson Hotel is currently undergoing a full-scale restoration. The historic property’s makeover will include updated guestrooms, a new restaurant, plus new event and public spaces throughout the hotel. The property is expected to reopen in the fall of 2008. thejeffersonwashingtondc.com. 

Basketball legend-turned-urban entrepreneur Earvin “Magic” Johnson is behind one of the biggest DC hotel renovation efforts to take place in years. The Canyon-Johnson Urban Fund (CJUF) and Lowe Enterprises Investors have purchased the iconic Hilton Washington hotel from Hilton Hotels Corporation for $290 million. The new ownership team will invest in excess of $100 million in a top-to-bottom renovation of the legendary hotel, including updated guest rooms, 110,000 square feet of reconfigured meeting and event space, the addition of a new coffee bar and extensive modifications to the gym and pool areas, including the addition of a spa. washington.hilton.com. 
Locals and visitors flock to the rooftop terrace of the Hotel Washington for al fresco dining and one of the best views of DC’s iconic landmarks. Now under new ownership, the hotel closed in January 2008 for a major 12-18 month renovation. It’ll reopen as DC’s first W Hotel. hotelwashington.com. 

Few hotels conjure up as many historical associations as The Watergate. The DC landmark closed this summer to launch a major renovation and expects to reopen in 2009. thewatergatehotel.com. 

Much to the delight of meeting planners and convention industry officials, the DC government, the Washington Convention Center Authority and Marriott International reached a final agreement to build a new 1,150-room convention center headquarters hotel at 9th and L Streets, NW, west of the center. Ground breaking is expected to take place in 2009, and the Marriott Marquis is projected to open in 2012. 
V. PERFORMING ARTS NEWS
Looking for artful inspiration?  Many of the city’s acclaimed theatres are aiming to attract cultural travelers by creating performances in repertory, allowing visitors to catch multiple shows in the same weekend that follow a similar theme or honor a legendary playwright. Hotels have done their part to support the trend by creating performing arts-themed packages.  

Theatre weekends are also in fashion at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, which pays homage to the Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright, August Wilson, by performing all ten plays in his celebrated twentieth century cycle March 4-29. Directed by Kenny Leon, who staged the Broadway premiere of Wilson's "Gem of the Ocean," August Wilson's 20th Century Festival will be the first of its kind to present all ten plays in a condensed package. The plays will be presented chronologically in the order in which they're set, beginning with "Gem of the Ocean" and ending with the 1990s' "Radio Golf."  Featuring all-star cast of twenty actors, each of the plays will be presented in repertory fashion, giving the inter-related plays the same voices and faces and enabling audiences to see as many as three of the plays in a single weekend. kennedy-center.org. 
Paying tribute to another one of America’s greatest playwrights, Arena Stage will simultaneously stage two of Arthur Miller’s plays March 14–May 18.  The Pulitzer Prize-winning work, “Death of a Salesman,” showcases Miller’s skill as a storyteller and social commentator by chronicling a family man’s struggle to capture the American dream. Miller fans can also catch Arena’s production of “A View from the Bridge,” a drama about immigrant life in a close-knit Italian Brooklyn neighborhood in the 1950s. arenastage.org. 

The Shakespeare Theatre Company’s expansion, the $85 million Harman Center for the Arts (6th and F Streets, NW), is the newest performance space in downtown DC’s Penn Quarter arts and entertainment district. The new space has enabled the Company to expand its season and to create themed play cycles.  This spring, the theatre will stage two of the Bard’s Roman works in repertory, “Julius Caesar” (April 27–July 6) and “Antony and Cleopatra” (April 26–July 6). shakespearedc.org.
Springtime salutes aren’t limited to playwrights. In its first full season at its new home in Arlington, Virginia, Signature Theatre celebrates the longest-running music and lyrics partnership in Broadway musical history— John Kander and Fred Ebb.  From film to musical theater to cabaret, Signature Theatre showcases the many entertainment sides of Kander and Ebb, the entire canon of their witty and sharp lyrics along with their engaging musical melodies will grace the Signature stage.  Presented in repertory, this retrospective includes three outstanding productions including “Kiss of the Spider Woman” (March 11–April 20), “The Happy Time” (April 1–June 1) and “The Visit” (May 13-June 22).  sig-online.org.
Dance lovers can also plan their own family-friendly cultural getaways to the nation’s capital this year through a partnership between The Washington Ballet and the Willard InterContinental Hotel. Washington Ballet's upcoming production of “Cinderella” (May 7-11), will be presented at the Warner Theatre just one block from the Willard Hotel. The hotel has created ballet-themed hotel packages designed to appeal to budding ballerinas, family travelers and arts patrons alike. Packages include overnight accommodations and two tickets for the ballet; premium packages also include amenities like parent and child cooking classes or couples’ spa treatments. washingtonballet.org. 
VI. DC DISH: WHAT’S NEW ON THE RESTAURANT SCENE

While fall brought the DC debuts of notable chefs Eric Ripert and Wolfgang Puck, winter brings an assortment of neighborhood eateries perfect for cozying up on cool nights.

Wine lovers find a new place to unwind with Vinoteca (1940 11th St. NW; 202-332-9463), which serves up more than 60 wines by the glass along with an assortment of cheeses and charcuterie. A new addition to U Street's growing dining and nightlife scene, the cozy eatery is designed to appeal to wine-savvy locals and visitors with its knowledgeable staff, excellent service, and mellow atmosphere. vinotecadc.com
For a taste of the UK without the daunting exchange rate, try Kemble Park Tavern (5125 MacArthur Blvd, NW; 202-966-5125), a tavern-style eatery in the Palisades neighborhood that captures the spirit of 18th and 19th century English countryside. Sample comfort fare like short ribs sliders, grits & sausage, bread pudding and more in a book-lined dining room. kembleparktavern.com
In the Shaw neighborhood near the Walter E. Washington Convention Center, Chatman's D'Vine Bakery & Café (1239 9th St., NW; 202-249-3258) serves up tasty southern cakes and pies, along with cookies, cupcakes and other tempting creations. chatmansbakery.com
Chocolate lovers will find themselves right at home at ACKC, short for Artfully Chocolate Kingsbury Confections (1529 14th St. NW, 202-387-2626), a decadent new edition to the 14th Street corridor serving tasty truffles, cakes, cookies, coffees and more. It’s the latest venture for chocolatier Robert Kingsbury and Damion Jackson, whose Alexandria, VA-based Kingsbury Chocolates has amassed a strong local following since opening its doors in 2002.  thecocoagallery.com
Coming in early 2008 to Dupont Circle, Black Fox Lounge (1723 Connecticut Ave., NW; 202-265-0030) bills itself as an "Executive Lounge," catering to upscale professionals living in or visiting DC. The opulent lounge will serve up a selection of classic cocktails, premium wines and delectable hors d'oeuvres in an elegant setting. blackfoxlounge.com
A similarly-named restaurant and bar will soon open its doors in the Adams Morgan neighborhood. Black Squirrel is planning a spring 2008 opening at 2427 18th St. NW with a focus on comfort food classics like macaroni & cheese and ribs, prepared with modern French accents. Chef and co-owner Gene Sohn most recently served as chef at Marcel’s, a Foggy Bottom fine dining favorite. The restaurant takes its name from 18 legendary Canadian black squirrels, which were released into the nearby National Zoo during the Theodore Roosevelt presidency.

Diners searching for a taste of the Caribbean can feast on small, shareable plates at Café Trope (2100 P St., NW) in Dupont Circle. Opened in December, the charming eatery also offers private dining space and an enticing outdoor patio in season. cafetrope.com
Another welcome addition for dessert lovers, Locolat Café (1724 Florida Ave., NW) is expected to open its doors this month. It's the newest venture for Niel Piferoen, who formerly served as pastry chef at Michel Richard Citronelle, Restaurant Eve and Belgium's Michelin 3-star recipient Karmeliet. Diners with a sweet tooth can sample Belgium waffles, truffles, European cakes, chocolate drinks, espresso and coffee, served during breakfast, lunch and early dinner hours. belgiumlocolat.com
VIII. UPCOMING EXHIBITIONS

Through Aug. 1
Running for Office: Candidates, Campaigns, and the Cartoons of Clifford Berryman: The National Archives features 41 exceptional pen-and-ink drawings that highlight timeless aspects of the American campaign and election process. They also provide relevant commentary and fascinating insight into today's elections and campaigns. nara.gov

Through Oct. 26
RECOGNIZE! Hip-Hop and Contemporary Portraiture: The display features a collection of photographs, portraits and video installations of hip-hop icons created by artists who have explored the hip-hop phenomenon. Four "portrait" murals will be painted by two DC-based graffiti artists in hallways where the galleries connect. npg.si.edu

Feb. 14–Indefinite
Butterflies + Plants: Partners in Evolution: The National Museum of Natural History illustrates the evolution of butterflies and plants through two displays: one that focuses on plants and animals that have evolved together in one display and a 1,400 sq.-ft. Butterfly Pavilion with live butterflies and plants as the second component. mnh.si.edu
Feb. 14–Sep. 7 
The Cinema Effect: Illusion, Reality and the Moving Image:
Part I: Dreams: The first in the Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden's two-part presentation, this exhibition showcases film and media installations by a range of international artists and explores the innate experience in film viewing. Part II: Realisms: (Jun. 19-Sep. 7) Part two of "The Cinema Effect" exhibition focuses on the question of reality verses illusion that is characteristic to film and a defining issue in our culture. hirshhorn.si.edu

Feb. 15–May 11
NMWA Collection Focus: Louise Nevelson: Dawn's Wedding Feast: This exhibition reflects the work of a towering figure in postwar American art, Louise Nevelson, with a unique sculptured column, a video and three texts. nmwa.org
Feb. 15–Sep. 18

The Finishing Touch: Accessories from the Bolivian Highlands

The Textile Museum presents a collection highlighting the broad range of techniques, patterns and items that reflect the regional variations that characterize the cultural wealth of the Bolivian highlands. textilemuseum.org
Feb. 22–Jun. 1
Obata's Yosemite: A collection of 27 prints and watercolors will be on view, along with a series of progressive proofs, transformed from sketches of Japanese artist Chiura Obata's trip to Yosemite National Park and the Sierra Nevada. americanart.si.edu

Feb. 23–Indefinite
Surface Beauty: American Art and Freer's Aesthetic Vision: Though the Freer Gallery of Art and the neighboring Arthur M. Sackler Gallery are best known for showcasing Asian art, the Freer also houses a collection of 19th- and early 20th-century American art.  The display includes 12 paintings and seven pieces of Pewabic pottery by notable U.S. artists including James McNeill Whistler and Dwight Tryon. At the same time, the Freer will also display 23 oil paintings drawn from the more than 1,300 works by James McNeill Whistler.  asia.si.edu
Feb. 29–May 26
Color as Field: American Painting, 1950-1975: The full-scale examination of the Color Field movement showcases approximately 40 paintings by influential artists such as Gene Davis, Helen Frankenthaler, Morris Louis, Kenneth Noland, Jules Olitski, Larry Poons and Frank Stella. americansrt.si.edu 

Mar. 1–July 27

The American Evolution: A History through Art

A long-awaited re-installation of the Corcoran Gallery of Art’s renowned collection of American art, the exhibition goes beyond a traditional chronological survey by looking at the objects through the framework of five broad themes that are central to the American experience. corcoran.org
Mar. 2–Jun. 8
In the Forest of Fontainebleau: Painters and Photographers from Corot to Monet: The National Gallery of Art illustrates the pivotal role of the Forest of Fontainebleau in the development of 19th-century naturalistic landscape painting and early photography, featuring approximately 120 paintings, pastels and photographs. nga.gov

Mar. 6-Jan. 18, 2010

The Honor of Your Company Is Requested: President Lincoln’s Inaugural Ball: The Smithsonian American Art Museum’s display celebrates President Abraham Lincoln’s second inaugural ball held Mar. 6, 1865, in what is now the museum’s historic home.  Featured objects include the invitation, dance card, menu, a gown worn at the ball, along with engravings illustrating the night’s events. americanart.si.edu
Mar. 6–Indefinite

Victory Mail: The National Postal Museum showcases its collection of World War II V-Mail correspondence including V-Mail letters that reveal the writer’s thoughts and sentiments to visitors; a rare strip of 16mm V-Mail microfilm; and advertisements and posters from the era. npm.si.edu
Mar. 9–Sep. 7

Tea for Everyone: Japanese Popular Ceramics for Tea Drinking: The Freer Gallery of Art’s display features tea-leaf storage jars, water jars, tea bowls, cups and pots used by people of modest means for sharing tea, focusing on the historic period when enjoyment of powdered tea, known as matcha, became widespread among artisans, townspeople and even farmers.  asia.si.edu
Mar. 12–Sep. 2

El Anatsui: Gawu: The National Museum of African Art unveils the first U.S. solo exhibition of work by one of Africa’s leading contemporary artists, El Anatsui.  The collection features objects such as rappers from flattened metal liquor bottles, tops from food tins and other discarded metals to resemble weavings that illustrate Ghanaian traditions.  nmafa.si.edu
Mar. 14–July 6
Ornament as Art: Avant-Garde Jewelry from the Helen Williams Drutt Collection: This exhibition explores the history of contemporary jewelry from a global perspective, examining approximately 275 pieces of jewelry, along with other drawings, watercolors, constructions and sculptures. americanart.si.edu/renwick

Mar. 15–Jan. 2, 2009
In Plane View: Abstractions of Flight: Featuring 55 color photographs by National Air and Space Museum photographer Carolyn Russo, this display highlights the "simple beauty" often overlooked of aircraft and spacecraft design. nasm.si.edu

Mar. 29–Jun. 22

Chance Encounters: Photographs from the Collection of Norman Carr and Carolyn Kinder Carr:  The Corcoran Gallery of Art presents 60 images selected from an exceptional private collection of street photography including work by transcendent American and European photographers.  corcoran.org
Apr. 4–Sep. 18 

BLUE: The Textile Museum explores the creation and meaning of the color blue on textiles produced across time and place with emphasis on contemporary artists’ use of natural indigo dyes.  On view are rare objects such as West African adire cloths, Chinese dragon robes, couture fashions and installations by world renowned artists. textilemuseum.org

Apr. 9–Aug. 17

Treasures II: Focusing on works made of ivory, this second triennial exhibition showcases rarely displayed objects that highlight artwork in private collections in America and in the museum’s collection. nmafa.si.edu

Apr. 11–Sep. 1:

Edwards Steichen: Portraits: Drawn exclusively from the National Portrait Gallery’s collection of Steichen’s photographs, this exhibition features 50 images from years of his affiliation with Vanity Fair, along with examples of his earlier portrait work.  npg.si.edu

May 2–Nov. 30

Herblock’s Presidents: Puncturing Pomposity: The National Portrait Gallery spotlights 44 of Herbert Lawrence Block’s presidential cartoons that appeared in the Washington Post for 56 years, including depictions of Franklin Roosevelt, Richard Nixon, Ronald Reagan, Bill Clinton and more.  npg.si.edu
May 3–Aug. 3
MURAQQA: Imperial Mughal Albums from the Chester Beatty Library: The Arthur M. Sackler Gallery highlights 86 masterpieces from the renowned Chester Beatty Library collection in Dublin, Ireland. On display– many for the first time in the U.S.– are Mughal paintings and calligraphies of the imperial family in private settings, as well as natural history objects. asia.si.edu
May 3–Aug. 23
Eero Saarinen: Shaping the Future: The National Building Museum hosts the first major retrospective by one of the most prolific architects of our time, Eero Saarinen. The exhibition includes full-scale building models, never-before seen drawings, furniture, photographs, films and other artifacts. nbm.org

May 9–Aug. 3

Aaron Douglas: African American Modernist:  The Smithsonian American Art Museum presents the first nationally touring retrospective of the work of Harlem Renaissance artist, Aaron Douglas (1899–1979).  More than 80 rarely seen works by the artist will be on view, including paintings, prints, drawings and illustrations, plus to works by several of his contemporaries. americanart.si.edu

May 9–Jan. 25, 2009

Ballyhoo! Posters as Portraits: This exhibition features some 60 dramatic and colorful posters from the late 19th century to the present, illustrating how they functioned as portraiture.  npg.si.edu
May 18–Oct. 5

Separate and Unequaled: Black Baseball in the District of Columbia: On view at the Historical Society of Washington, this exhibition discusses the history of social relations from Reconstruction to the present through the prism of baseball.  historydc.org
May 25–Sep. 7

Afghanistan: Hidden Treasures from the National Museum, Kabul: The exhibition will make its U.S. premiere at the National Gallery of Art, displaying nearly 230 pieces including artifacts dating back more than 4,000 years, gold objects from the famed Bactrian hoard, plus a 2,000-year-old treasure cache discovered in 1978 but hidden from view until 2003. nga.gov

May 25–Sep. 1

Richard Misrach: On the Beach: 

Made in the days immediately after September 11, 2001, this collection of 19 photographs by American photographer Richard Misrach speak of the unease and sense of foreboding that pervaded the country after the attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon. nga.gov

May 31–Aug. 24

Yellow Mountain: China’s Ever-Changing Landscape: Included in the Arthur M. Sackler Gallery’s display are woodblock-printed illustrations of the 17th century and mountainscapes brushed by monk-painters who lived in and traveled to one of China’s most beautiful mountains.  asia.si.edu

Jun. 11–Dec. 8

TextStyles: Fashioning Identity: The National Museum of African Art unveils extraordinary textiles and costumes from Africa.  The exhibition includes wrappers, wall hangings, chain mail and accessories– many on view for the first time.  nmafa.si.edu

Jun. 14–Jan. 11, 2009

Space: A Journey to Our Future: The National Air and Space Museum highlights current projects in space exploration including satellites, space telescopes and space habitation to provide insight to future human space travel.  nasm.si.edu 
Jun. 20–Sep. 28

Earth and Sky: Photographs by Barbara Bosworth: The exhibition hosted by the Smithsonian American Art Museum will feature more than 40 of the artist’s photographs including The Bitterroot River, an extended narrative sequence that deals with loss and recovery, her most recent color photographs of songbirds and the New England landscape surrounding her home near Boston.  americanart.si.edu
Jun. 21–Sep. 7 

Diebenkorn in New Mexico: Drawn from The Phillips Collection’s permanent collection, the exhibition will be the first to concentrate on the body of works created during Richard Diebenkorn’s Albuquerque period of 1950-52, including paintings, works on paper and a rare sculpture made from welded scrap iron. phillipscollection.org

Jun. 21-Sep. 7

Brett Weston: Out of the Shadow: This major retrospective exhibition will feature photographs taken by Brett Weston (1911–1993) from the 1920s through the 1980s, including landscape photographs of the West, views of New York City and abstracted forms and textures from nature.  phillipscollection.org
Jun. 22–Sep. 28

Martin Puryear:  The first American retrospective of the native Washingtonian’s work in more than 15 years, Martin Puryear features 48 objects created between 1976 and 2007, including several made especially for the exhibition.  nga.gov
Jul. 12–Oct. 5

Jim Henson’s Fantastic World: The S. Dillon Ripley Center’s International Gallery plays host to this exhibition, offering visitors a rare perspective into the imagination of Jim Henson–the artist, puppeteer, film director and producer best known for his creation of Kermit the Frog, Big Bird and other iconic characters.  si.edu/ripley

Jul. 19–Jan. 3, 2010

Dig It! The Secrets of Soil:  The National Museum of Natural History examines the study of soil science and demonstrates the vital role soil plays in human lives through dioramas, soil cross-sections, cultural artifacts and hands-on activities.  mnh.si.edu

Jul. 31–TBA

Alphabetilately: Unveiled in celebration of the National Postal Museum’s 15th anniversary are stamps, ephemera and artifacts that document the spectrum of the American experience and tell stories spanning the history of postage as well as the globe.  postalmuseum.si.edu
#   #   #

About the Washington, DC Convention & Tourism Corporation:  The Washington, DC Convention & Tourism Corporation, the lead destination marketing organization for the nation’s capital, is a private, non-profit membership organization of nearly 1,000 businesses committed to marketing the area as a premier global convention, tourism and special events destination with a special emphasis on the arts, cultural and historic communities. www.washington.org.
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