
Only in Washington, DC can you experience a U.S.
presidential inauguration every four years. Join us on a four-

day virtual journey through the makings of the iconic
occasion and watch history happen live on January 20.

VIRTUAL
Itinerary

 presidential inauguration



March through the decades of struggle to achieve the Black right to vote

Read more of the Civil Rights Act and its impact on the country

ASSIGNMENT: Write a journal entry from the perspective of a participant during

the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom in 1963. Why is what they did

important?

learn of the 15th amendment and civil rights at the
Smithsonian national museum of african american
history and culture

Watch Destination DC's Learning on Location video on voting

Explore the museum exhibition, 'American Democracy: A Great Leap of Faith'

ASSIGNMENT: Watch a video from 'Young People Shake Up Elections (History

Proves It)'. Create a video on why it is important for you to vote.

Discover america's democracy and the vote at the
smithsonian national museum of american history

see how absentee voting has changed at the 
smithsonian national postal museum

Understand how the postal service helped Civil War soldiers cast their ballots.

ASSIGNMENT: Design your own stamp that shows the importance of voting.

celebrate the 19th amendment at the belmont -paul 
women's equality national monument

Journey through the history of the suffrage movement and women's right to vote

ASSIGNMENT: Participate in the National Park Service Junior Suffragist Virtual

Scavenger Hunt.

DAY 1
VIRTUAL ITINERARY

https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/exhibitions/reconstruction/voting-rights#:~:text=The%20right%20of%20citizens%20of,or%20previous%20condition%20of%20servitude
https://nmaahc.si.edu/blog-post/1964-civil-rights-act-turns-50
https://washington.org/education/learning-location-vote
https://americanhistory.si.edu/democracy-exhibition
https://americanhistory.si.edu/democracy-exhibition/education/young-people-and-elections
https://postalmuseum.si.edu/collections/object-spotlight/absentee-voting-in-the-civil-war-ohio-cover
https://postalmuseum.si.edu/design-it-materials
https://www.nps.gov/bepa/learn/womens-suffrage.htm
https://www.nps.gov/bepa/learn/junior-suffragist-virtual-scavenger-hunt.htm


take in the inaugural ceremony traditions 
at the white house

Familiarize yourself with the traditional Inaugural events.

Relive past inaugurations before the next historic event.

visit george washington's mount vernon, the home 
of the nation's first president

Discover how Washington began the tradition of a two-term presidency.

ASSIGNMENT: Utilize Mount Vernon's lesson plan on 'Breaking and

Mending the Two-Term Precedent".

scan the constITution for inaugural amendments at 
the national archives museum

Read the text of the 20th Amendment outlining steps for Presidential

succession.

ASSIGNMENT: Complete 'The Electoral College Process' activity to understand

how a President is confirmed from Election Day to Inauguration.

walk the grounds of the fdr memorial—the only
THREE-term president

Explore Franklin Delano Roosevelt's presidency.

Read through the 22nd Amendment, which limits presidents to two

terms.

ASSIGNMENT: Write a paragraph on why you think it is important for a

President to be limited to two terms. 

DAY 2
VIRTUAL ITINERARY

https://www.inaugural.senate.gov/inaugural-events/
https://www.inaugural.senate.gov/inaugural-events/
https://www.inaugural.senate.gov/past-inaugural-ceremonies/
https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital-encyclopedia/article/presidential-precedents/
https://www.mountvernon.org/education/lesson-plans/lesson/breaking-and-mending-the-two-term-precedent/
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/amendments-11-27#:~:text=The%20terms%20of%20the%20President,their%20successors%20shall%20then%20begin
https://www.docsteach.org/activities/teacher/the-electoral-college-process
https://www.nps.gov/frde/index.htm
https://constitutioncenter.org/blog/fdrs-third-term-decision-and-the-22nd-amendment


pay tribute to john f. kennedy at the kennedy
center and arlington national cemetery

Participate in a Couch Concert in living memory of the 35th

president with the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts.

View the history of JFK's burial site and memorial at Arlington

National Cemetery.

Spend time with woodrow wilson at the
woodrow wilson house and the national
cathedral

After his presidency, Wilson continued to live in Washington, DC. Learn

more of his time in office and work after through a virtual tour of his house.

Thank him for his leadership at his burial site at The National Cathedral.

walk the trails of roosevelt island

Visit the memorial to Teddy Roosevelt.

Learn of his role in the creation of the National Park Service.

ASSIGNMENT: Send a family member or friend a digital

personalized park postcard.

Honor past presidents on the national mall

Take a virtual tour of the National Mall with reflection stops at:

Washington Monument

Jefferson Memorial

Lincoln Memorial

Dwight D. Eisenhower Memorial

ASSIGNMENT: Which president is your favorite and why?

DAY 3
VIRTUAL ITINERARY

https://eisenhowermemorial.gov/design
https://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Monuments-and-Memorials/President-John-F-Kennedy-Gravesite
https://artsandculture.google.com/streetview/the-president-woodrow-wilson-house/3gH7NJObtbj3ZA?sv_lng=-77.05166704221449&sv_lat=38.91394145048798&sv_h=154&sv_p=0&sv_pid=Wab2mXuao5L-xAMWtFwhng&sv_z=1.0000000000000002
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MetSdkZbE9I
https://www.nps.gov/this/index.htm
http://www.pbs.org/nationalparks/people/historical/roosevelt/
http://www.pbs.org/nationalparks/get-involved/send-postcards/
https://www.nps.gov/wamo/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/thje/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/linc/index.htm
https://eisenhowermemorial.gov/design


cheer during the inaugural parade down
pennsylvania avenue

Learn of the parade significance.

Watch a past Inaugural Parade.

Hear the role of the Marine Band with a Q&A video.

end your day at the smithsonian national portrait
gallery and national museum of american history

Envy the fashion of the First Ladies' ball gowns at the American History Museum.

End the celebrations at the National Portrait Gallery, site of Abraham Lincoln's

second inaugural ball.

View the nation's presidents in the Presidential Portraits gallery.

view the swearing-in ceremony and inaugural 
address at the u.s. capitol building

Swearing-In Ceremony

History of the event

The switch from East Front to West Front of the U.S. Capitol

Dive into the architecture of the stage and platform

Inaugural Address

Learn why the Inaugural Address is an important tradition

ASSIGNMENT: Listen and read about famous Inaugural Addresses. Choose one,

find the transcript and re-enact on film. How did the words make you feel? 

attend an inaugural gala at the national 
building museum

Dance into the history of the customary event and be guided

through the ties to this iconic building.

ASSIGNMENT: Take the museum's virtual tour and find a president's

ball you would have liked to attend. Discuss why it is interesting.

DAY 4
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/posteverything/wp/2017/01/18/how-william-henry-harrison-invented-the-inaugural-parade/
https://www.c-span.org/video/?283482-1/obama-inaugural-parade
https://www.marineband.marines.mil/Portals/175/Site%20Images/Inauguration/Marine%20Band%20Inauguration%20FAQ_2017.pdf?ver=2017-01-11-113544-167
https://americanhistory.si.edu/firstladies-interactive/inaugurations---opportunities.html
https://www.npr.org/2013/01/20/169840120/an-inaugural-memory-president-lincolns-food-fight
https://americaspresidents.si.edu/
https://www.aoc.gov/what-we-do/programs-ceremonies/inauguration
https://uschs.org/explore/historical-articles/presidential-inaugurations-united-states-capitol/
https://www.aoc.gov/explore-capitol-campus/blog/one-team-one-mission-one-day
https://americanhistory.si.edu/blog/inaugural-address
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4r-bRXuGHWM
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-fix/wp/2013/01/18/the-10-most-famous-inaugural-addresses/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-fix/wp/2013/01/18/the-10-most-famous-inaugural-addresses/
https://www.whitehousehistory.org/inaugural-balls
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IwybzIWGNwA
http://hdphoto.gallery/BuildingMuseum/InauguralTour/

