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FOUNDATION cultivate the next generation of hospitality industry leaders. AEF invests in
young people in our community, supporting their college and career readiness.

WHAT WE DO
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qualified students and alumni from DC'’s
high school Academies of Hospitality &
Tourism, Culinary Arts and Mass Media

By leveraging our partner, Destination DC,
and its over 1,000 member businesses,
AEF is uniquely positioned to ope
doors for students, fi
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WASHINGTON, D.C.
CITY CENTER

ACADEMIES OF HOSPITALITY & TOU

Mabry, seniors at Jackson-Reed High
School’s Academy of Hospitality & Tourism, network with Ray Bialek of Bialek’s
Music at the Destination DC Marketing Outlook Meeting at the Washington
Hilton in August. Chris Ferenzi Photography Facing page: Two time AEF
Scholarship winner, Abide Kao, a senior at Columbia Heights Educational
Campus’ Academy of Hospitality & Tourism, receives her scholarship at the
Building Futures: Honoring DC Hospitality Scholars event in May from AEF
Executive Director Claire Carlin and AEF Board Chair Emeritus Michael Akin.
Kalorama Photography i
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ACADEMIES OF MASS MEDIA




EXPLORE. INSPIRE. TRAIN. EDUCATE.

Dear friends and colleagues,

As we look back at 2024, we are deeply grateful for everything we've
accomplished together at the American Experience Foundation.

DC students experienced many firsts.

*  Their first kayak trip to explore the Potomac River and consider
a career in outdoor hospitality.

*  Their first ride on a double-decker Big Bus through the streets
of New York City, inspired by the intricacies of tour logistics.

*  Their first boardroom presentation, training them for many
more to come.

*  Their first scholarship to support a college education.

John Snedden

Chair, Board of Directors

American Experience Foundation
Founder & Owner

Rocklands Barbeque & Grilling Company

With the educators at our partner schools, we've created meaningful
opportunities to ensure that DC students gain access to experiences
that help them envision themselves in a variety of hospitality careers.

None of this would happen without you. Your belief in the power of
hospitality experiences enables each AEF work-based learning event
to deliver significant impact on a modest budget.

As we look ahead to 2025, we are inspired by the achievements of
our students.

Thank you for supporting them by contributing your time, expertise
or resources.

Claire Carlin
Executive Director
American Experience Foundation

Senior Vice President, Partnerships & Alliances
Destination DC
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IN 2024
1,040

Total Student Engagements

Awarded

INTERNS Goods & services donated
Hosted at AEF INDUSTRY PARTNE

SINCE 2015
4,650

Total Student Engagements

Students on

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

@ $175K+

SCHOLARSHIPS SCHOLARSHIPS
Awarded Awarded

2\
$775K

Goods & services donated by
INDUSTRY PARTNERS
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— As DC Public Schools expand their career and technical education programming (CTE)

to MIDDLE SCHOOLS, AEF is a key partner in helping young students explore the world

— of professional possibilities and bridge the gap as they make the transition to their future
— high school Academies.
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“ | would like to express my gratitude to AEF for
the opportunity you gave my scholars. What
we experienced today is a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity that | am so happy to be a part of.
| look forward to many more experiences and

opportunities.”

Mische’ Walden
Professional School Counselor

John Hayden Johnson Middle School

This page: John Hayden Johnson Middle School’s Academy of
Mass Media explores careers in the arts at three of DC’s coolest
venues: The Anthem (I.M.P.), The John F. Kennedy Center for the
Performing Arts and ARTECHOUSE.

Facing page: Middle school students, part of the CTE on the
Rise program, join AEF Career Ready Interns to tour the Ronald
Reagan Building and International Trade Center and learn from
Executive Chef Houman Gohary.
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Through unforgettable FIELD TRIPS, AEF inspires students to think big.
Students meet executives, entrepreneurs and early-career professionals
during behind-the-scenes experiences.

“ | have a unique role leading the team at New York
City’s largest hotel. We're happy to show AEF
students the wide array of professionals here,
including our pastry kitchen with more than 20
full-time chefs. It's a great way to wow them with
real-life hospitality careers.”

Dan Nadeau
General Manager
New York Marriott Marquis

NELS

Facing page: Members of Coolidge’s Academy of Mass Media,
including Director Dr. Zakiya Edens, tour Manhattan on a Big Bus
during AEF’s annual New York hospitality trip.

This page: Students from Roosevelt’s Academy of Culinary Arts
tour the kitchen of the Park Hyatt New York with Sous Chef
Sasha Logan; students from Jackson-Reed’s Academy

of Hospitality & Tourism take a photo of the skyline from
SUMMIT One Vanderbilt.
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BACKYARD BOUND

When AEF goes Backyard Bound in Washington, DC, scholars explore both
the consumer perspective and behind the scenes of the hospitality industry.
In January, 65 students spent two days with partners who showcased hotel,
media, culinary and meeting planner careers. Special thank you to the

Hyatt Place Washington DC/White House for overnight accommodations.

THANKS TO THOSE WHO MADE BACKYARD BOUND POSSIBLE

* Brittany Edlow

* Capital Hilton

* Carmine’s NYC Family Style Italian

* Clyde’s of Gallery Place

* Hyatt Place Washington DC/White House

* International Spy Museum

* Knead Hospitality + Design, The Grill

* Monumental Sports & Entertainment and the Washington Wizards
* National Portrait Gallery and Smithsonian American Art Museums
* Pendry Hotels & Resorts Washington DC - The Wharf

* The Anthem

* The CALPRO Group, Inc.

* USA Guided Tours

*

Washington Auto Show

This page: Students gather in the Kogod Courtyard of the Smithsonian American Art

Museum before a scavenger hunt during the AEF Backyard Bound field trip in January;

A young chef from Ballou’s Academy of Culinary Arts shows off his knife skills to
professional chefs at the Capital Hilton; International Spy Museum Vice President of
Operations Michael Kruelle instructs students on the finer points of customer service
before they explore the museum. [Photo by Kayden Johnson]

Facing Page: Students from the Academies at Ballou and Coolidge pose for a photo
in front of Times Square; a photographer from Coolidge’s Academy of Mass Media
takes a photo at SUMMIT One Vanderbilt; Hotel Manager David Sharkey and the team
at the New York Marriott Marquis welcome Academy students for breakfast and a
behind-the-scenes tour of the hotel.
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NEW YORK TRIP

AEF hit the road with 55 students in March to explore the Big Apple. From
Times Square to Harlem, students explored the similarities and differences
in tourism that they see in Washington, DC and New York City and how
each destination promotes its attractions, hotels and neighborhoods.

THANKS TO OUR NYC PARTNERS
Apollo Theater

Big Bus Tours New York

New York Marriott Marquis

Park Hyatt New York

Pod Hotel Times Square

Red Rooster Harlem

SUMMIT One Vanderbilt
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This is my second Backyard Bound experience and | loved it. This year, |
served as photographer and content curator for the experience due to
my skills and abilities from my Academy of Mass Media. AEF allows me
to showcase my talent, learn and build my business at the same time. |
even had a chance to go to the press area at the Wizards game!”

Kayden Johnson
University of the District of Columbia, 2028
Coolidge High School, 2024

AEF Career Ready Intern, 2023
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AEF helps ensure diverse voices become part of management teams and the c-suite in the hospitality,
tourism and culinary industries. When AEF creates WORK-BASED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES

for students with industry partners, students meet role models and build their professional skills

and networks.

“ | prioritize leveraging my network to provide oppor-
tunities for DC scholars and I'm always happy when
our high school interns come by my office to check
in. | usually send them off with a question to consider
about how they're preparing to achieve their goals.
The next time one of our students meets with an
executive, | hope we've given them skills to present
their contributions with the confidence that they will

make a great team member for their future employer.”

Elliott L. Ferguson, Il
President & CEO
Destination DC

Facing Page: Coolidge Academy of Mass
Media student Malachi Previl interviews Mayor
Muriel Bowser at the opening of the Downtown

Holiday Market.

This Page, left: Members of Coolidge High
School’s Academy of Mass Media network with
industry professionals like Kelly Martin of the
National Geographic Society at Destination
DC’s Open House event. Right: In October,
Cornell University Nolan School of Hotel
Administration welcomed 50 Academy

of Hospitality & Tourism students. They
toured behind the scenes at the country’s
top hospitality program, talked with current
students and enjoyed a stay at the Statler
Hotel. Thank you to Erin Rodriguez, Associate

Director of Admissions.
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HOLIDAY CELEBRATION

At the Destination DC Member Holiday Celebration, over 40 students
participated in work-based learning, networked with industry leaders and
joined AEF in an unforgettable holiday experience.

SCHOLARS HAD HANDS-ON EVENT EXPERIENCE

* Academies of Hospitality & Tourism acted as hosts, registration and
fundraising promoters

*  Academies of Mass Media captured photo and video content and holiday
portraits of guests

* Academies of Culinary Arts managed omelet stations, created festive drinks
for attendees to enjoy and taught the art of cookie decorating

THANK YOU TO EVENT PARTNERS
* JW Marriott Washington DC

* Encore

* Booked by Blaze

* Jon Armstrong Photography

| could not be more grateful to be a part of Destination DC's
Member Holiday Event at the JW Marriott. | enjoyed networking
with students from other academies, as well as checking in with
members of DC's hospitality industry. Moments like this allow me
to test my skills in the different areas of hospitality, so | can be
prepared when | enter the workforce.”

Evelyn Consolla

Temple University, 2028

Jackson-Reed High School, 2024

Student-President Jackson-Reed Academy
of Hospitality & Tourism
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OPEN HOUSE

Students from Coolidge’s Academy of Mass Media
interviewed, recorded and filmed hospitality professionals
at a special studio created for Destination DC’s February
Open House. Along with capturing stories, students
received career advice and edited testimonials from
industry professionals.

‘ ‘ AEF has been deliberate about creating environments where
students can explore, try new things and receive feedback. I'm
happy to welcome scholars to our projects and share LINK's
work in our community.”

Michael Akin
President, LINK Strategic Partners
AEF Board Member

This page: Students from Coolidge's Academy of Mass Media
interview Michael Akin, president, LINK Strategic Partners, and
others during the Destination DC Open House.

Facing page: Academy students helped produce the 2023
Destination DC Member Holiday Celebration at the JW Marriott
Washington DC. From top to bottom: Leaders from Jackson-
Reed’s Academy of Hospitality & Tourism sell prize tickets to
raise money for AEF’s programs; photographers from Coolidge’s
Academy of Mass Media capture photo and video; young chefs
from Roosevelt's Academy of Culinary Arts customize an omelet.
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AEF IN ACTION
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Jackson-Reed High School, Marketing Outlook Meeting

In August, five student-leaders of the Jackson-Reed Academy of Hospitality & Tourism attended Destination DC’s annual
Marketing Outlook Meeting. They enjoyed VIP treatment as they networked with hospitality leaders from across the industry
and learned about the marketing plan for Washington, DC.

Coolidge High School, Downtown Holiday Market

In December, five Coolidge Academy of Mass Media students attended the opening of the Downtown Holiday Market, shot
b-roll and photography and engaged with market vendors and visitors. A highlight was interviewing Mayor Muriel Bowser and
Downtown DC BID President & CEO Gerren Price about what the annual holiday tradition means to DC.

Columbia Heights Educational Campus, TOMODACHI Amway Japanese Exchange

In March, the Academy of Hospitality & Tourism at Columbia Heights Educational Campus welcomed 16 students from
Rikuzentakata, Japan, through the TOMODACHI Initiative and the US-Japan Council. AEF and Ben’s Chili Bowl hosted a
welcome dinner where Nizam Ali, chief administrative officer, shared his family’s story and discussed ways that tourism can
help destinations be more resilient and rebuild following natural and man-made disasters.

Ballou High School, SkillsUSA

In July, students from Ballou’s Academies of Hospitality & Tourism, Culinary Arts and Mass Media competed at the SkillsUSA
National Leadership & Skills Conference in Atlanta, including Kwaliq McMillian, who designed this year’s DC state pin which
featured the iconic skyline and cherry blossoms.

Roosevelt High School, ProStart Competition

In April, students from Roosevelt's Academy of Culinary Arts competed in and won the DC ProStart hosted by the
Restaurant Association of Metropolitan Washington’s Educated Eats. The team, comprised of juniors and seniors who focus
on both culinary and restaurant management, showed their skills at April's National ProStart Invitational in Baltimore.

River Terrace Education Campus, Starr Tours

In February, students from River Terrace’s Academy of Hospitality & Tourism hit the road on a hop-on, hop-off tour with Starr

Tours to celebrate Career and Technical Education Month. They learned how to plan a bus tour in DC, visited the monuments
and the National Museum of African American History and Culture and took a behind-the-scenes tour of the Ronald Reagan
Building and International Trade Center.
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THERE'S ONLY
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ADVANCED INTERNSHIP John “JT*Thompsoh _ ' | . PLANNING SUMMER

Bowie State University, 2028 : | - _ 2 i / 4 . : INTERNSHIPS

pROGRAM . F & Ballou High School, 2024
- AIP school-year interns drew

é . . e = _ >, BY Y from their own experiences to
The Advanced Internship Program (AIP) is a paid, school- = { “ My internshipi I, . 9 P ' . N plan the #Only1DC curriculum
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year long internship for high school seniors to help them with so d for the incoming summer

prepare for college and careers. AEF welcomed two Career Ready Interns.

~ from al ers and backg n}i‘,
Having these kinds of great
experiences has made me more
confident in myself and my future.
| know | have an entire city rooting
for my success.”

AIP interns who discovered what it's like working in an
office, spoke at AEF and Destination DC events, shared
their day-to-day experiences on TikTok and built their
professional networks.

This page: JT and Melany take the
AEF and Destination DC teams
through their ideas for the #Only1DC
summer internship curriculum;
28 : Melany celebrates the conclusion of
TAKING OVER ' i S ] T e her internship by kayaking with REI

_ . { et . / HE NATIONAL =
AEF SOCIALS ) g N\ - ; B : P==-=—RESS_C_ITE g2y Co-op, Kayak & Paddleboard Rentals

at National Harbor with Destination

AIP interns showcased their . = / : o DC Director of Membership Jennifer

experiences through running
AEF’s TikTok channel.

Check them out at
@amer_exp_found

Rodrigues, Destination DC Lead
Destination Program Manager Erika

Melany Mendez-Casas
Catholic University, 2028
Coolidge High School, 2024

Jones, AEF Associate Director Lisa
Waldschmitt; JT speaks at the AEF
holiday party in December; JT and
Melany present at a Destination DC
committee meeting at the National

‘ “ This internship gave me a real HARPPRWY : = - _ ' Press Clgb in May; Mela:wy, Lis.a
. _ i . - . CHINESE ! a and Destination DC's International
|‘nf;. aDDC'i . insight into how many different L5 : , SN -
atiend every event.anc. departments and companies can 3 . ) 5 ; Gan celebrate the Chinese New
) tﬁp I’'m invited to - work together to accomplish their g : S - e do s Y . | 4 Year Festival at the Embassy of the
; goals and build successful events, . £ B 5.4 P : ' - a : People’s Republic of China in the

aampaigns and pradilcally | = . j p— United States of America; Melany

' ! - - presents on her internship at the
Office of the State Superintendent
of Education’s AIP Capstone
Celebration.

Tourism Sales Manager Darren

enjoyed the vibe and community in
the office and felt very supported
by everyone.”

January 16, 2024




CAREER READY
INTERNSHIPS

Asly Argueta Benitez Coolidge High School

Christian Osbourne

Ballou High School

Kyla "Mista" Barnes Maya Angelou Public Charter School

Nealia Williams
Valerie Benitez

Coolidge High School
Jackson-Reed High School

Career Ready Internships (CRI) is the marquee summer internship
program for DC's CTE Academies. AEF hosted five CRIs, rising high
school seniors and college freshmen. They explored Washington,
DC using the theme #Only1DC. This included site visits to meet
business owners, general managers, marketing specialists, directors

of sales and head chefs for in-depth learning about hospitality

career paths.

AEF intern alumna and two-time

AEF scholarship winner

Mattison McDonald was this year’s
senior intern. She helped facilitate the
program during her summer break from
Washington & Jefferson College.

Through the Office of the State Superintendent of
Education, the CRI program connects Academy students

to paid summer internships across DC. Interested in
hosting your own CRI? Contact AEF to learn more.

internship was a
moment spent
mentors. | felt

cared for and we ed. The staff at AEF
helped me to determine my major and
consider the next steps in my career. |
hope to come back to DC and work with
the team again.”

Mista Barnes
Maya Angelou Public Charter School, 2024
AEF Career Ready Intern, 2024
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Career Ready Internship
Networking Luncheon

This year, AEF’s annual luncheon for

interns and employers across DC was

hosted by the Washington Hilton.

Elliott L. Ferguson, Il, president & CEO,
Destination DC, Ismail Essaghir, director of
rooms, Washington Hilton and Charmaine Lewis,
director of human resources, Washington Hilton
encouraged the interns to pursue hospitality
and tourism careers.

Final Project Presentations

Once again, the Texas A&M University Bush
School of Government and Public Service hosted
the CRIs’ final project presentations. Interns got
to experience the DC campus where professors,
diplomats, military service members and
international business professionals also present
their findings. Thank you to Jay Silveria, executive
director and Brenden Chaney,

program manager of events.

NYC with the
Student & Youth Travel Association

Long time partners the Student & Youth Travel
Association invited AEF interns to participate

in their annual conference. Four interns went
behind the scenes of a Broadway show, joined
professional conference sessions, networked and
participated in Your Big Year’s Global Citizens
Challenge where they engaged with students
from New York City.

NEW
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CRI PARTNERS

CONNECTING INTERNS TO
INDUSTRY LEADERS

Weekly, AEF interns presented to a panel of
industry professionals who gave constructive
feedback. Year after year, interns report these
experiences make them more confident in
public speaking and optimistic about making
further connections with professionals to gain
opportunities after graduation.

Thank you to this year’s judges

Andrew Roby, Andrew Roby Events
Angela Kramer, Friends of Peirce Mill
AnnaGrace Hale, Destination DC
Bianca DeStout, Visit Cincy

Blake Buege, LRA PR

Brea Govan, Events DC

Brittany Edlow, Destination DC
Carlie Smith, Destination DC

Carole Lambert,

LINK Strategic Partners ¢
Casey Paul, Destination DC

Charles Williams, II, Hotel Indigo
Old Town Alexandria

* Charlie Ross, Destination DC
Christen Miller, Destination DC
Christine Faiman, CMP,

Marriott International

Claire Carlin, Destination DC
Diamond Hunter, Destination DC
Grace Kelleher, Destination DC
Holly Rattanakone, Destination DC
Jennifer Porter, Destination DC
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Jennifer Rodrigues, Destination DC

b D S D D e

Jim Kelley, Fern Expo

%

Jordana Rozenman, Destination DC

%

Khadija EImewafy,

George Mason University

Laura Calhoun, Destination DC

Lee Callicutt, CSTP, Visit Montgomery
Marshell Kennedy, Howard University
Mercedes Lardizabal-Colina, Ronald
Reagan Building and International
Trade Center

Michael Akin, LINK Strategic Partners
Morgan Simonet, Destination DC
Natalie Walker, Eastern Point Collective
Sandra Mosely, Destination DC
Shelby Luzzi, Destination DC

Susan O'Keefe, Destination DC

Taylor Hartley, Capital Turnaround
Tony Scurry, MBA, CMP,

7 Pointe Planning, Inc
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* Valerie Sumner,
VRS Meetings & Events Inc

* Zoe Roberts, Destination DC

| love this internship because | had the
opportunity to meet new people and visit
new places. | learned a lot about the arts
and tourism in DC. The presentations
every week helped my language skills and
confidence talking in front of people | do
not know, especially since English is not
my first language.”

Asly Argueta
Beniteza

AEF Career Ready
Intern, 2024
Coolidge High
School, 2025

€€ It is always an honor to be asked to judge the CRI presentations.
As a tourism professional it is important to give back to our
community and what better way than to work with students
considering a career in hospitality and tourism. Each year | am
inspired by these young people, and | know they will accomplish
great things in the future.”

Lee Callicutt, CSTP
Senior Destination Sales Manager
Visit Montgomery

(14 Volunteering to judge the CRI presentations has been the high-
light of my summer for the past two years. | went into this thinking

that | was going to share my experience and knowledge with the
students, but | came out of it realizing that | learned more from
them. Their ability to stand up in front of a room of their peers
and strangers, overcome their fears and take constructive criticism
on the spot is humbling and inspiring. They are our future, and it's
reassuring to see how bright that future is because of them.”

Bianca DeStout
Senior Sales Manager, Visit Cincy

Thank you to this year's industry site visit partners.

Anacostia Business
Improvement District
* Ashley Templeton

Anacostia Community
Museum

Ben's Chili Bowl
* Nizam Alj
* Virginia Ali

Big Bus Tours
* Bill Heater

Cake-wich Craft Bake Shop
*  Aleatra Dimitrijevski

DC Public Library
* Bianca Farmer
* Linnea Hegarty
* Stacey Lucas

City Cruises
* D'Mani Harrison Porter

Fogo De Chiao

* Genevieve Ladino
* Daniel Sun

*  Ashley Young

Hyatt House Washington DC/
The Wharf & Canopy by
Hilton The Wharf DC

* Michael Anderson

International Spy Museum
* Chris Falcioni

* Michael Kruelle

* Lucy Stirn

Ivy City Smokehouse/Profish
* Gregory Casten

Moxy Washington,
DC Downtown

* Stephanie Brown
* Erich Hosbach

* Whitney Galloway

Museum of lllusions
* Elle Kendall

National Geographic Society
* Claire Cho

* Kelly Martin

* Darien Wright

Pendry Washington DC —
The Wharf

* Gabriella DeFreitas

* Vanessa Peters

Placemkr 2500 Penn

* Janelle Cash

* Vivian Cohencious

* Regina Graham-Willett

Planet Word 1»
* Tracy Jabbal

Rocklands Barbeque &
Grilling Company 2»

* Johanna McDonough
* Bishop Snedden

* John Snedden

Ronald Reagan Building and
International Trade Center

* Chef Houman Gohary

* Mecedes Lardizabal-Colina
* Victoria Lomboy

* Jacie Roberts

Smithsonian American
Art Museum

* Cindy Aaron

* Geoffrey Cohrs

* Amy Hutchins

Smithsonian Asian Art Museum
* Susan Bruser

* Olga Panova

* |sabelle Schwarz

Sycamore & Oak
* Dana Hall
* Lucian “Louie” Sweetenberg

University of Maryland
Eastern Shore

* Candice Mott

* Dr. Erinn D. Tucker-Oluwole

Washington Hilton
Ken Jarka

Jessica Sierra
Bari Marx
Anadina Mercedes
Trent Boshart
Jacqueline Nnaji
Samantha Terry
James Wescoe
Tarik Smallhorne
Michael Dawkins
Cynthia Talmadge
Mohamed Khalif
Joseph Tolbert
Everett Ramos
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AEF has provided 95 scholarships totaling over $175,000 to deserving

— students and alumni who have demonstrated success, leadership and sustenance and growth of the regional workforce. We were HOSPITALITY
thrilled to collaborate with our peers to highlight the vibrant

I service at school, at work and in their communities.
opportunities available in hospitality and to ensure a thriving SCHOLARS

future for the food service sector in Washington, DC.”

— — In 2024, AEF awarded a record $47,000 in SCHOLARSHIPS. Since 2015, “ This inaugural scholarship event represents not just an HONORING DC
D | \ ( !5 | investment in individual students and professionals, but in the

— This year, hospitality industry organizations
) joined forces for a scholarship event,

Shawn Townsend Building Futures: Honoring DC Hospitality
| President & CEO Scholars. Hosted at the Westin Washington, DC
‘ Restaurant Association of Metropolitan Washington City Center and emceed by Molette Green of

NBC4 Washington, the night culminated in over
$70,000 awarded to DC students.

Scholarship Presentation Partners
American Experience Foundation &
Destination DC
Educated Eats & the Restaurant
Association of Metropolitan Washington
Washington Hospitality Foundation & the
Hotel Association of Washington, DC
Washington Area Concierge Association

Event Partners
Westin Washington, DC City Center

Encore

David J. Claypool, Kalorama Photography

Bell's Reines
Ben's Chili Bowl
Giant National Capital Barbecue Battle




2024 AEF
SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS

AEF SCHOLARSHIPS

Abide Kao*
Columbia Heights Educational Campus, 2024

Belinda Alcoser-Gonzalez
Jackson-Reed High School, 2024

John Thompson
Ballou High School, 2024

Kaleb Bland
Coolidge High School, 2024

Khalil Malloy
Columbia Heights Educational Campus, 2024

Melany Mendez-Casas
Coolidge High School, 2024

Trevon Bernado
River Terrace Education Campus, 2024

*Multiple Year Scholarship Winner

AEF ALUMNI SCHOLARSHIPS

Jean-Pierre Roberts*
Eastern Connecticut State University, 2025
Jackson-Reed High School, 2022

Mattison McDonald*
Washington & Jefferson College, 2027
Coolidge High School, 2023

I k '

DAVID ISELIN MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
FOR COMMUNITY SERVICE

Adame Temesgen*
Arizona State University (Master's), 2026
University of Rochester (Bachelor's), 2024

RAY BENNETT MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
FOR LEADERSHIP

DeAnna Mozee
Roosevelt High School, 2024

¢

AKIRA WILSON MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
FOR ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Evelyn Consolla
Jackson-Reed High School, 2024

@

JOE SHYMANSKI MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
FOR PHOTOGRAPHY & MEDIA

Ty Monroe
Coolidge High School, 2024
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| want to express my deepest gratitude

for the incredible honor of being selected
as'a'scholarship recipient. Winning this
prestigious award has not only provided me

with financial assistance but has also affirmed
my dedication to academic excellence. | am
truly grateful to AEF for your belief in my
abilities and for investing in my future. Thank
you for making my dreams a reality.”

Abide Kao
Columbia Heights Educational Campus, 2024

€€ AEF trips have been helpful by getting me

out and exploring my city more. It also
helped me decide my career and working

in hospitality. Thank you for this scholarship.
I'm excited about the opportunity and plan
to save the money to study next year with
Project SEARCH.”

Trevon Bernado
River Terrace Education Campus, 2024

| am honored to serve on the AEF Board of Directors after working
closely with the team for many years as the Director of Jackson-Reed'’s
Academy. It was important to me that we not only offer scholarships but
ensure that students have the confidence and ability to apply for them
in the first place. Sitting down with a student to talk through their essay
ideas or remind them of deadlines is the difference between feeling
alone in the process versus knowing you have people who suppor

and believe in your success.”

Alex Wilson

Director [Retired], Academy
of Hospitality & Tourism,
Jackson-Reed High School

AEF ALUMNI HONORARIUMS

* Cenaria Fells-Watson*, Towson University
* Charity Jones, Spelman College
* Tenielle Parker*, North Carolina A&T State University

AEF HONORARIUMS

Aaron Perkins, Columbia Heights Educational Campus
Adorre Fells-Watson, Columbia Heights Educational Campus
Akilah Hunter, Columbia Heights Educational Campus
Antwon Gibson, River Terrace High School

Anya Blakney, Coolidge High School

Cailin Santos, River Terrace High School

Christian Jil Imus, Columbia Heights Educational Campus
Darren Heard, Ballou High School

Hassan Purnell, Ballou High School

Jocelyn Salazar, Columbia Heights Educational Campus
JohnTay Taylor, River Terrace High School

K'nasia McKenzie, Columbia Heights Educational Campus
Malcom Straker, River Terrace High School

Miram Bezabih, River Terrace High School

Nalisa Jacobs, Ballou High School

Saniya Lewis, Jackson-Reed High School

Saniyah Heyward, IDEA PCS High School

Treasure Brooks, Ballou High School

Zachary Songu-Mbriwa, Ballou High School
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JOE SHYMANSKI MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
FOR PHOTOGRAPHY & MEDIA — HONORARIUMS

* Kayden Johnson, Coolidge High School
* Carmen Brito, Jackson-Reed High School
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CELEBRATE

MEMBER VOLLEYBALL TOURNAMENT

The annual Destination DC Member Volleyball
Tournament brought 20 DC hospitality industry
teams to the courts. These teams, individual
competitors and pep rally fans raised enough
funds to support three scholarship awards.
Thank you to our partners at the Capitol Hill

Volleyball Classic for your many years of support.

Event Partners

evenTts

A
Capiol 2l DC

aramark

Capitol Hill Volleyball Classic
Events DC

Aramark

Raising Cane's

Modern Music Box

Vida Fitness

Deluca Massage

Body Work

Tap Snap

b R P D . D . i S

Volleyball Teams

Booking.com

Canopy Washington DC The Wharf
Chip Dizard Studios

Destination DC

Dupont Circle Hotel

Embassy Suites Washington DC
Convention Center

Events DC

X % >t Xt ¢t

*

Freeman

Get Plated

Hilton Washington DC Capitol Hill
Hosts DC

Hyatt House Washington DC The Wharf
Linda Roth Associates

LINK Strategic Partners

Lore Group

Mangia DC Food Tours

Pendry Washington, DC - The Wharf
Reston Limousine

Revolution Events

Swingers Crazy Golf

TeRiBelbLuE

Washington Hilton

Westin Washington, DC City Center

b R S, b S D D e R g . S . D S

HOLIDAY CELEBRATION

Event Partners

* JW Marriott Washington, DC
* Encore

* Hargrove, from Encore

* Booked by Blaze
*

Jon Armstrong Photography

Prize Partners

A Tour of Her Own

Alamo Drafthouse Cinema
ALTO

Anacostia Playhouse
ARTECHOUSE

Cake-wich Craft Bake Shop
Carmine's

Cheers in a Box

Conrad Washington, DC

L o b S D I

Diverse Markets Management
Dos Toros

Embark DC

Fish & Fire Food Group
Five Iron Golf

Fogo de Chao

Grand Hyatt Washington
Hard Rock Cafe
Holistically Original, LLC
Howl at the Moon

La Collina

National Cherry Blossom Festival

Ot % Xt % Ot X Ot X Ot X% Xt X

Pirate Ventures, Hook Hall and Kraken Kourts
& Skates

Red Star Massage

Sip & Develop

Sixth & |

Swingers Crazy Golf

The Keegan Theatre

The Palm

Truluck's Ocean's Finest Seafood

* Ot % Ot X% ot X

ALUMNI CELEBRATION &

MEMBER PICKLEBALL TOURNAMENT
* Pirate Ventures and Kraken Kourts & Skates

HOLIDAY DINNER EVENT

* Limani
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JULY 4TH

Each July, AEF is joined by over 300 friends,
scholarship winners, educators, supporters
and their families for the annual July 4th

VIP Celebration. This year, the event raised
over $90,000 towards work-based learning,
scholarship and career readiness resources.

& APhA REVOLUTI@N

EVENT DESIGN AND PRODUCTION

ridgewells pencore

Event Partners
American Pharmacists Association
Revolution Events
Ridgewells Catering
El Tamarindo
Encore
Bialek's Music
Here's the Scoop
SMILEY JUMP
District Winery
Right Proper Brewing Company
DEZ Customz
PMI Parking
Extraordinary
White House Nannies, Inc.

A S

WASHINGTON, DC
AUTO SHOW.

January 31 - February 9, 2025

Honda  @NFP

EXPERIENCE

Prize Partners

Ambar

Amtrak

Arena Stage

ARTECHOUSE

Ben's Chili Bowl

Big Bus Washington DC

Broadway at The National

Broccoli City Festival

Cake-wich Craft Bake Shop

Cambria Washington DC Convention Center

Canopy by Hilton Washington DC The Wharf

Capital Hilton

Carmine's Italian Restaurant Washington DC

City Cruises

Clyde's Restaurant Group

DC Festival of Magic

Destination DC

DEZ Customz

Embark DC

Embassy Suites by Hilton Washington DC
Convention Center

|.M.P.

Morton's the Steakhouse, Downtown DC

Museum of lllusions DC

New York Marriott Marquis

Omni Shoreham Hotel

Pixar Putt

PJ Clarke's

Silver Lyan/Riggs Hotel DC

Smithsonian’s National Zoo &
Conservation Biology Institute

Sponsors
Hargrove, from Encore
Washington Area New Automobile
Dealers Association (WANADA)
Honda of Chantilly

NFP, an Aon company

‘ ‘ The AEF July 4th celebration is a world-class

experience; there is no better place to host
VIP guests. The event is even more valuable
because it supports our future event and
hospitality workforce, an endeavor that closely
aligns with our organizational philosophy.”

Tara Higgins
President, Hargrove
Senior Vice President,
Encore

Stellina Pizzeria
SUMMIT One Vanderbilt LT
Swingers The Crazy Golf Club || 7%
The LINE DC '
The Magic Duel
The Washington Ballet
TodayTix
USA Guided Tours
Washington Capitals
Washington Mystics
Washington Nationals
Washington Wizards
Willard Intercontinental
Washington, DC
Yardbird
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PARTNERS
& DONORS

FINANCIAL
PARTNERS

* ARTECHOUSE
*  Bialek's Music
*  Big Bus Washington, DC
*  Cambria Hotel
Washington DC
Navy Yard Riverfront

%

Capital Turnaround

CGS Architects?

*  Deputy Mayor for
Economic Planning
and Development

*  Destination DC

*  Diverse Markets

Management?®

*

*  Encore

*  Honda of Chantilly

*  LINK Strategic
Partners

*  Mandala Research

*  Metropolitan
Washington
Airports Authority

*  Omni Shoreham Hotel

*  PayPal Giving Fund

*  Professional Image
LLC

*  Raising Cane’s

*  Renaissance
Charitable Foundation

*  Restaurant Association
of Metropolitan
Washington

*  Rocklands Barbeque
& Grilling Company

*  Royal Sonesta
Washington DC
Capitol Hill

*  USA Guided Tours

*  Washington New Area
Automobile Dealers
Association

*  Workday

* Wright Family
Charitable Fund

DONORS

Inspirational
Alex Wilson &
Alan Abramson*?
Elliott L. Ferguson, Il &
Telesa Via
Gail Smith Howard
John Snedden
Sean Sharifi

Leaders
Charles Williams, Il
Claire Carlin*»
Darien Wright
David Grosso
Eric Kincaid
Greg Casten
Mark Gibson?®
Michael Akin
Michael Borris
Rico Ashab
Ronald Bracco
Skye P. Curry
Stacy Smith
Tracy Roman3?

College Ready
Donna Westmoreland
Jennifer Rodrigues
Karyn Goldstein

Kate Morga

Katia Eterovic

LeRoy Pingho
Melissa Riley

Nizam Ali

Radley Emes

Robin McClain

Robyn & Mike Goecke?
Ruthie Walker

Tara Miller

Tom Rall®

Workplace Educators
Alan Konlande
Aleatra Dimitrijevski
Amy Levin?

Ana Garcia

Anasia Hines

Angela Carrick

Arne Baker

Bill Adams

Brian Williams

Catherine Borinstein?

Christina Mortensen

Cliff Kayser®

Crystal and Keith
MacAllum3?

Danielle Davis

Denise Naguib’

Gabriella Lewis-White

Gerald VYuille

Gerard Widdicombe

Heather Shymanski*3

Heidi Pilloud

lan Brickey

J. Toscano

John Ralls

John Varghese

Jon Gann

Karen Morris

Kelly Visconti

Laura Gross

Lillian Iversen

Lisa Hill

Lorraine Ross

Mackenzie Aden

Martha Gray?®

Martin Hamburger

Melissa Sarathy

Michael Anderson

Nancy Wright?

Nathan Roth

Royce Santos

Scott Henrichsen?®

Stacey Kane

Steve Moore

Supporters

Abbe Kaufmann

Adam Klinger

AK Varrone

Alexa Fox3

Alexandra Gnafakis
Alicia (Smith) Brazington®
Alison Ricketts

Amy Defreese?
Andrew O'Connor
Angelique Davis
Audrey & Beth Crowell
Brenda Smith?®

Brittany Edlow
Carmelita Jones
Catherine Albright?
Chad Shuskey

Chelsea Kaiser

Chris Keith

Claire Etches
Courtlandt Ferguson
Daniel Fuller

Darius Vaskelis

Deb Streater

Dennis Koster

Diana Mayhew
Dianna Waldroup
Elizabeth Perrin
Ellen Krouss?

Emily Vecchioni
Evette Banfield
Felicia Davis Hipkins
Gloria Nauden
Helen Bertelli

Henry Shymanski®
Jason Brune

Jessica Daly®

Joe Delnero?

John Kim

Jose Dominguez
Joseph Sternlieb
Joshua Lasky

Julia Tibor

Julian Hipkins

Julie Marshall

Karyn Gruenberg Goldstein
Kasseem Smith
Katie Streater

Kola Aina

Kristen Barden
LaKisha Bratcher
Latosha Ellis
Lauralyn Lee

Lauren Belcher

Leah Penner?

Lee E Smith Jr
Lindsay Lowe®

Lisa Stemcosky®

Liz Rumsey?

Lori Chalk

Margaret McDonnell®
Isabel Jimenez Labora
Mark Downs

Megan O'Brien3
Merike Henneman
Michael & Esther Weddell®
Michael Borris
Michael Klassa®
Michael O'Keefe?
Nancy Shaffer
Natasha Hudgins
Patricia Najar
Patricia Dugan-Adams?
Patricia Simitakos
Patrick Dunne?

Renee Schapiro

Ryan Coffin®
Scott Cooper
Shawn Boynes
Sheriann Lockwood?
Stuart Levy
Sylvia Albert
Tara Charles
Tara Higgins
Tim Reber
Torri Christian
Yvette Downs

Friends
Abigail Holas
Alejandra Gallo
Alejandro Ramirez Tabche
Alexander Alexiev
Alexis Burns
Allison Johnson
Allison Ryan®
Amal Patel’
Amy Cannon
Amy Portner®
Anastasiya & Stephen
Schreiner
Angela Moeny?
Anne De Santis
Anne Maxson3
Annie Diaz-Cannon
Anthony Rice
Ashley Thomson
Ashlyn DiLoreto
Bella Butters?
Bernadette Brady &
Ron Bianchi
Beth Baldwin?
Bill Shaw
Brandon Murray
Brent McClain
Brian D'Amico
Cathy Fitzpatrick
Chad Dunbar
Charlie Ross
Charlotte Neville
Cheryll Davis
Christina McDougall®
Christina Ritchie
Christine Frye
Christine Mallinson?®
Clara Sachs
Colleen McAlinden?
Corey Kleinbriel®
Cynthia Privott
Dana Hansen
Daniel Olguin
Darya Bullock?
David Broussard?®

Douglas Johnson
Dylan Ross
Edward Sims

Eke Agbai
Elizabeth Goetz
Ellen Leone®
Emily Ogorzalek
Emma Clark?

Eric Petry3

Erin Connors
Erin Sterling
George Cooley
Georgia Lucas
Gina Dakouni
Grace Kelleher
Greta Davies & Brook
Shewan

Hope Smith

Iris Austin
Jacques Moore
Jamal Holtz
James McGough?
Janice Carnevale
Jason Scott
Jeanine Littrel
Jennifer Smith?
Jennifer White?
Jessica Suess
Jillian Newby
Jocelyn Figures®
John Lane

Julie Braxton
Karin Sellers
Kathryn Houser®
Kelly Collis

Kelly Dickerson
Kelly Fitzpatrick
Kelly LeBrun
Kiersten Jefferson
Kim Araya
Kirsten Olean
Kristen Jacob
Laura Calhoun
Lilly Steger
Lindsay Adeyiga®
Lisa Bradley?
Logan Yearsley
Lynn Marquis?®
Macy Dolton
Madeleine Hensler?
Maria Bezdenezhnykh
Maribeth Oakes
Mark Rutkowski®
Maryam Emamjomeh?®
Matthew Sutton
Meg McGarry
Megan Fowler®

Melanie Nies?

Michele Dure-Chavis

Nicola Charles

Nicole Manning

Norman Gugliotta

Nuria Clusella

Ollie Figueroa

Pamela ArrudaLambo?

Patricia Jérwall®

Paula Mullan®

Pete Kirschner

Pete Nelson

Peter Scholl

Ray Bialek

Renee Arellano

Richard & Bobbi Carlin

Richard Springer

Robert & Sharon Neuman

Robin Jackson

Ron Goecke?

Russell Dulaney

Sasha Stephenson?

Shannon Boyle

Sherelle Coppedge

Starr Granby-Collins

Steph Junkin

Susan Mecartney?

T. Maniscalco?

Tadjanique Phillips

TaKeyia Dickens

Tamara Katy?

Tammy Lorenzo &
Brandon Wims

Tejal Thakkar

Teresa Brehmer?®

Terri Carter

Thomas Crocker?

Trish Simitakos

Vanessa Escobedo?

Victoria Ebel & Charlie Ross

Victoria Alfieri

Whitney Ortiz

Will Yoder?

Yair Fraifeld

Zoe Roberts

Included here are donations
Oct. 1, 2023 — Sept. 30, 2024

1 Donated to the Ray
Bennett Memorial Fund
Donated to the Akira
Wilson Memorial Fund
Donated to the Joe
Shymanski Memorial
Fund

Donated to both a
scholarship fund and
the general fund
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EDUCATION PARTNERS

Thank you to the many organizations and government partners that

directly support Career and Technical Education in Washington, DC.

Association for Career
e and Technical Education

' BE FUTURE
ACTE

C-CTE

.
«G\?CAREER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION

CAREER & TECHNICAL STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS

W od =Y M

DEPUTY MAYOR FOR
PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

This Page: Students from Ballou High School
attend the 2024 Careers at the Airport
Workforce Expo at National Airport. The

event is a collaboration between AEF and the
Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority to
expose young people to the career possibilities
in aviation; AEF Student Advisory Board
member Zoe Roberts helps an Academy
student brush up their resume just in time to
apply for spring internship opportunities.

rg DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

EEDUCATION
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CONNECT

FIND US ON SOCIAL o ® @amer_exp_found

UBSCRIB

to our monthly newsletter, AEF In Action
bit.ly/aefnewsletter

-»
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DONATE.

| AmericanExperienceFoundation.org/Donate

Back Cover photo: Academy students

get inspired by the Martin Luther King,

Jr. Memorial during a Backyard Bound
field trip in January.
[Photo by Kayden Johnson]

Printed editions courtesy of
Herron Printing and Graphics
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AEF LEADERSHIP

AEF BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Chair
John Snedden
Owner, Rocklands Barbeque & Grilling Company

Vice Chair

Tanisha Lewis

Vice President for Diversity, Inclusion and
Social Impact

Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority

Secretary
Skye P. Curry
Manager, Global Quality, Marriott International

Treasurer
Greg Casten
President, Oceanpro Industries

At-Large Members
Michael Akin
President, LINK Strategic Partners

Michael Borris
Director of Global Accounts, Encore

Stacy Eacho Smith
General Manager, Hyatt Place
Washington DC/White House

Elliott L. Ferguson, Il
President & CEO, Destination DC

David Grosso
Partner, ArentFox Shiff LLP

Bill Heater
Vice President & General Manager
Big Bus Washington, DC

Eric Kincaid
Vice President of Sales, Choose Chicago

Destiny Kibalama
Director of Recruiting & Human Resources
Clyde's Restaurant Group

Elif Sen
Area General Manager, Cambria Hotel
Washington D.C. Navy Yard Riverfront

Rauf Shakir
Chief Executive Officer, USA Guided Tours

Gail Smith-Howard
General Manager [Retired]
Hyatt Regency Washington on Capitol Hill

Charles Williams, Il
Director of Sales and Marketing
Hotel Indigo Old Town Alexandria

Alex Wilson

Director [Retired], Jackson-Reed High School

Academy of Hospitality & Tourism

AEF STUDENT ADVISORY BOARD

Zoe Roberts, Chair
George Mason University, Class of 2022

Lauren Brown
Howard University, Class of 2022

Kwame Brown
Full Sail University, Class of 2023

D'mani Harrison-Porter
Morehouse College, Class of 2019

Diamond Hunter
Temple University, Class of 2022

Mattison McDonald

Washington & Jefferson College, Class of 2027
Tadjanique Phillips

Columbia Heights Educational Campus

Class of 2019

Jean-Pierre Roberts
Eastern Connecticut State University
Class of 2025

Anura Sharma
Georgetown University, Class of 2026

AEF STAFF

Claire Carlin
Executive Director

American Experience Foundation
SVP, Partnerships & Alliances, Destination DC

Lisa Waldschmitt

Associate Director

Brittany Anderson
Program Manager

Christen Miller

Partnerships Manager

Haleluya Demeke
Partnerships Manager

Charlie Ross
Partnerships Coordinator

Mattison McDonald

Summer College Intern
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AMERICAN

e/?am 901 7th Street, NW; 4th Floor | Washington, DC 20001 | 202-789-7065

FOUNDATION info@americanexperiencefoundation.org

AmericanExperienceFoundation.org | @AMER_EXP_FOUND

The American Experience Foundation
is a 501(c)(3) non-profit charity,
EIN #3 9421.

Its work is made po&ble thr A
affiliation with Destination DC, the o

destination marketing organization for
nation’s capital.

Leaders of local hospitality, meetings and
tourism businesses and organizations

partner with AEF and invest in the future
of Washington, DC.
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