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2025 AEF SCHOLARSHIPS 

 

The American Experience Foundation (AEF) enriches the lives of students and young people through 

inspirational travel experiences and educational opportunities to cultivate the next generation of 

hospitality industry professionals. AEF is the 501(c)(3) non-profit affiliated with Destination DC, 

Washington DC’s official destination marketing organization. 

 

AEF invests in young people through: 

 Free field trips to the nation’s capital for students from DC and across the country 
 Internships and educational opportunities to connect students with industry professionals 
 Scholarships to qualified students and alumni  

 

Only students enrolled in or have graduated from one of the Academies of Hospitality & Tourism, 

Culinary Arts, & Mass Media at the following schools in Washington, DC are eligible to apply. Alumni of 

the now closed Hospitality High School are also eligible to apply. 

1. Ballou High School 
2. Columbia Heights Educational Campus 
3. Coolidge High School 
4. Jackson-Reed High School 

5. Maya Angelou Public Charter High School 
6. River Terrace Education Campus 
7. Roosevelt High School  

 
Each scholarship is $2,500. Awards are based upon a solid academic background, work and/or 

internship experience, and interest in a career in hospitality, culinary arts, or media. Additional 

scholarships or honorariums of various amounts may also be awarded. 

 

If awarded to an underclass student, funds will be held by AEF and then transferred to the student 

or to their higher education institution upon graduation from high school. Students are responsible 

for contacting AEF with this information. 

 

The scholarships are intended to cover such items as tuition, education materials, and fees. Higher 

education institution can be any post-secondary educational experience, such as a professional 

certificate or training program, two- or four-year degree program, or graduate program. 

Students are encouraged to reapply annually. Scholarships are not automatically renewed.  
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There are 3 types of scholarships available. 

Each scholarship uses the same application. There is no need to submit more than one 

application. All applicants will be automatically considered for Distinguished Scholarships if they 

are qualified. 

 

1. AEF Scholarships 
AEF offers scholarships to Academy of Hospitality & Tourism, Culinary Arts, & Mass Media 

students at the above seven high schools in Washington, DC. Typically, one scholarship is 

awarded per school; additional scholarships may be awarded to qualified applicants.  

 

2. Alumni Scholarship 
Available to qualified alumna or alumnus of the above Academies currently enrolled or looking 

to enroll in an institution of higher education or training program. Awards are based upon a 

solid academic or work background and interest in a career in hospitality. At least one Alumni 

scholarship will be awarded annually; additional scholarships may be awarded. 

3. Distinguished Scholarships 
These qualities should be documented in the applicant’s resume, essay and/or letters of 

recommendation. Community should be defined by the applicant in their application and may 

include the student’s school, work, neighborhood, place of worship, or other community or 

group. 

 

 The David Iselin Memorial Scholarship recognizes a student from any of the eligible 
Academies who has an exemplary dedication to community service.  
 

 The Ray Bennett Memorial Scholarship recognizes a student from any of the eligible 
Academies who has demonstrated exemplary leadership qualities in their community.  
 

 The Akira Wilson Memorial Scholarship recognizes a student at Jackson-Reed High School 
who has demonstrated exemplary leadership and entrepreneurship. 

 

 The Joe Shymanski Memorial Scholarship recognizes a student in the Mass Media 
Academies with a demonstrated interest in commercial media, photography, videography or 
graphic design.  

 

Please, learn more about the legacies of David, Ray, Akira and Joe at 

americanexperiencefoundation.org. 
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All AEF Scholarships Include 

 

Scholarship 

$2,500 payable to either the student or the student’s higher education institution. The 

student may decide how they would like to receive the funds. If money is given directly 

to the student, it will be disbursed in two installments of $1,250 each, one per semester. 

 

Events  

Scholarship winners will be invited to American Experience Foundation and Destination 

DC events, including the Awards Ceremony & July 4th VIP Celebration. These events offer 

excellent opportunities for winners to connect with Washington DC’s hospitality industry 

professionals and each other. Winners are encouraged, but not required to attend. 

 

Questions? 

Contact Lisa Waldschmitt, AEF Associate Director at lisa@americanexperiencefoundation.org or 

202-789-7065. 

 

Timeline 

 

April 11, 2025 Deadline for application and all supporting materials 

 Late or incomplete applications will not be considered. 

 

April 25, 2025 Selection & Notification 

 Recipients will be selected by AEF Board of Directors. 
 Schools and winners will be notified via email. 

 
May 2, 2025 Winner Announcement 

 Winners will be announced via AEF website, social media, and email. 
 

May 22, 2025  Awards Ceremony & Reception, 4-7 p.m.  

 Winners will be recognized at the DC Hospitality Scholarship Awards. 
Scholarships from the Hotel Association of Washington, DC, Restaurant 
Association of Metropolitan Washington, and Washington Area 
Concierge Association will also be presented at this festive event.  
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How To Apply for an AEF Scholarship Online 

The AEF Scholarship application is now fully online. If you have any questions or issues with 

applying, please contact Lisa Waldschmitt, AEF Associate Director, at 202-789-7065 or 

lisa@americanexperiencefoundation.org. Or contact your Academy Director. 

1. Go to https://bit.ly/aef_scholarships 

2. Click "Create New Account" 

3. Fill out your contact information.

 
4. Click "Next" 

5. Choose and confirm a password.  

6. Click “Create Account.” 

7. Confirm if you have received an email at the address you provided. If you have no 

received the email, please choose to resend the email or continue without checking. 
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8. If you would like to preview the questions in a PDF format, please click “Preview.”  

9. Click “Apply.”
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10. At any time in the application, you may scroll to the very bottom of the application page 

to save your application.  

 

To return to your application, log into the scholarship portal at using the email and 

password your submitted in Steps 3 and 5. You can reset your password as needed on 

the login page. 

https://bit.ly/aef_scholarships 
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11. Type your full name in the first box.  

12. If you are under 18 years of age, please provide the name and contact information of 

your parent or legal guardian.  
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13.  Fill out information about your Academy. You can select as many Academy Pathways or 

Academy Requirements as apply to you. 
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14. Please tell AEF about yourself and your post-secondary training plans.  
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15. Complete this section ONLY if you are already enrolled in college, university, or a post-

secondary training program. 
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16. Your essay can either be typed in the box OR you can upload your essay.  

Tell us about yourself and your educational journey. What major are you pursuing and 

why? What have you learned in your Academy and how will you apply it to your career? 

How will post-secondary education help you achieve your career objectives and goals? 
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17. Your recommendation letters will need to be filled out online by the person that is 

recommending you.  

To send them an email asking to upload your recommendation letters, please use the 

following example email. 

Enter your recommender’s email in the box and click “Compose Email.” 
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18. An email box will pop up where you can send a personalized email to your 

recommender, asking them to write you a recommendation letter. They will ALSO 

receive a separate email with instructions on how to upload their letter for you. 

 

Please be sure to tell your recommender ahead of time about writing you this letter and 

have a conversation with them to confirm they have received both emails.  
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19. Repeat Steps 15 and 16 for your second recommendation letter. 
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20. Upload your resume. 
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21. You have two options to submit your transcript.  

 

If you have graduated high school OR if you are a high school student who has a copy 

of your transcript, you may upload it using the button. 

 

If you are currently a high school student and do not have a copy of your transcript, 

you can click “Please request my transcript from my Academy Director.” AEF will request 

this transcript on your behalf. Only current high school students may use this option. 
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22. If you are a photography, A/V, graphic design, or other mass media student or alumni 

who would like to be considered for the Joe Shymanski Memorial Scholarship, please 

provide a link to a photo, video or graphic design portfolio including at least 3 and no 

more than 10 work samples. 

 

We recommend using a hosting site like Google Drive, OneDrive, or Box to host your 

portfolio. Please ensure any links are accessible to anyone with the link. Dead or 

inaccessible links will not be able to be judged. 

 

 

 

  

http://drive.google.com/
https://onedrive.microsoft.com/
https://www.box.com/
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23. To submit your application, please read over the application certification agreement. If 

you agree, please click the box “I certify that the above is correct” at the bottom of the 

agreement. 

24. Click “Submit Application.”  

25. Confirm you received a successful application submission email at the address you 

provided at the beginning of the process.  

 

 

 


